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Analysis of Government Funding of the Charitable Sector in Canada 

 

Here is an analysis prepared by the Charities Directorate of the Canada Revenue Agency around February 2011 on government funding of 

the Canadian charitable sector. 
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2009 Analysis of Government Funding of the Charitable Sector 
2009 updates: T3010 as of February 2011 

As reported in $ billions. 

Chart 1: Total Revenue Reported by Registered Charities vs. Government Funding Received, 2000 – 2009 
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Table 1: Government funding to Core Sector, 2000-2009 

 

 

Topic 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Total revenue  99.0 106.0 114.0 126.0 136.0 152.0 166.0 175.0 182.0 192.0 

Total revenue from government  51.8 55.5 60.0 84.7 95.2 98.6 108.3 118.2 124.6 132.7 

Portion of government funding allocated 

to schools, universities, colleges and 

hospitals 32 35 33 51 56 61 63 69.9 74 79 

Funding from government allocated to 

sector (excluding schools, universities, 

colleges and hospitals) 22 22 30 32 36 38 42 43.1 48 54 
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Table 2: Government Funding Reported by Registered Charities, 2000-2009 
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Total revenue from federal 

government  

(line 4540) 2.8 4.6 3.7 4.6 5.4 5.3 5.9 6.1 6.6 6.5 -2% 132% 

Total revenue from 

provincial/territorial 

government  

(line 4550) 44.4 45.4 51.2 72.6 82.3 85.4 94.3 101.6 108.8 117 7% 163% 

Total revenue from 

municipal government  

(line 4560) 4.6 5.5 5.1 7.5 7.5 7.9 8.1 10.5 9.2 9.0 -2% 96% 

Total revenue from 

government (line 4570)* - - - - - - - - - 0.25 - - 

Total government 

revenue  51.8 55.5 60 84.7 95.2 98.6 108.3 118.2 124.6 132.75 6% 155% 

 

*Please note that for 2009 reporting, Form T3010B did not include line 4570 in schedule 6, Detailed Financial Information. As a result, only small charities completing section D 

of Form T3010B reported an amount for line 4570. 
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Chart 2: Distribution of Government Funding in 2009, by Sector 
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Table 3: Government Funding by Sector, 2000 to 2009* 
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1 Welfare 4.5 5 4.5 7.5 8.2 8.8 9.5 10 10 11 +6% 

2 Health 23.5 24 23.5 39 44 47.0 51 56 61 67 +9% 

3 Education 24 25.5 24 34 36 39 41 44 46 50 +6.5% 

4 Religion 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.7 +12% 

5 

Benefits to 

Community 2 2 2 2.6 2.8 3 3 4.7 3.5 4.0 +9% 

6 

Total funding 

reported* 54.4 57 54.5 83.6 91.5 98.3 105 

115.

3 

121.

1 132.7 +8% 

* 

For years 2000-2008 above, total funding reported represents the amount reported by all charities on line 4570 (total government funding). The totals reported using this data is 

slightly higher than the totals of lines 4540 (federal funding), 4550 (provincial funding), 4560 (municipal funding), as seen in the previous table (refer to Table 2: Government 

Funding Reported by Registered Charities, 2000-2009) 
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Table 4: Government funding by designation, 2000 and 2009 

 

Designation 2000 2008 2009 2008-2009 2000-2009 

 $ Reported $ Reported $ Reported Variance Variance 

Public Foundation 484,148,513.00 777,364,517.00 748,143,298.00 -3.76% 54.53% 

Private Foundation 86,490,819.00 69,566,587.00 67,252,614.00 -3.33% -22.24% 

Charitable 

Organization 
53,767,301,466.00 121,971,482,851.00 131,619,296,880.00 7.91% 144.79% 

Total $54,337,940,798 $122,818,413,955 $132,434,692,792.00 7.83% 143.72% 

 

For more information on statistics relating to Canadian charities see: 

http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/index.php/blog/category/canadian_charity_statistics/  

 

Mark Blumberg is a lawyer at Blumberg Segal LLP in Toronto, Ontario.  He can be contacted at mark@blumbergs.ca or at 416-361-1982 x. 237. 

To find out more about legal services that Blumbergs provides to Canadian charities and non-profits please visit www.canadiancharitylaw.ca  or 

www.globalphilanthropy.ca 

This article is for information purposes only. It is not intended to be legal advice. You should not act or abstain from acting based upon such 

information without first consulting a legal professional. 

http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/index.php/blog/category/canadian_charity_statistics/
http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
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