
EXEMPTIONS 

Economic interests of Canada 

18. The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains 
(a) trade secrets or financial, commercial, scientific or technical information that belongs to the Government of 
Canada or a government institution and has substantial value or is reasonably likely to have substantial value; 
(b) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to prejudice the competitive position of a 
government institution or to interfere with contractual or other negotiations of a government institution; 
(c) scientific or technical information obtained through research by an officer or employee of a government 
institution, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to deprive the officer or employee of priority of 
publication; or 
(d) information the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to be materially injurious to the financial 
interests of a government institution or to the ability of the Government of Canada to manage the economy of 
Canada or could reasonably be expected to result in an undue benefit to any person, including such information 
that relates to 

(i) the currency, coinage or legal tender of Canada, 
(ii) a contemplated change in the rate of bank interest or in government borrowing, 
(iii) a contemplated change in tariff rates, taxes, duties or any other revenue source, 
(iv) a contemplated change in the conditions of operation of financial institutions, 
(v) a contemplated sale or purchase of securities or of foreign or Canadian currency, or 
(vi) a contemplated sale or acquisition of land or property. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Personal information 

19. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the head of a government institution shall refuse to disclose any record 
requested under this Act that contains personal information as defined in section 3 of the Privacy Act. 

Where disclosure authorized 

(2) The head of a government institution may disclose any record requested under this Act that contains 
personal information if 
(a) the individual to whom it relates consents to the disclosure; 
(b) the information is publicly available; or 
(c) the disclosure is in accordance with section 8 of the Privacy Act. 

OPERATIONS OF GOVERNMENT 

Advice, etc. 

21. (1) The head of a government institution may refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains 
(a) advice or recommendations developed by or for a government institution or a minister of the Crown, 
(b) an account of consultations or deliberations in which directors, officers or employees of a government 
institution, a minister of the Crown or the staff of a minister participate, 
(c) positions or plans developed for the purpose of negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the 
Government of Canada and considerations relating thereto, or 
(d) plans relating to the management of personnel or the administration of a government institution that have not 
yet been put into operation, 
if the record came into existence less than twenty years prior to the request. 

Exercise of a discretionary power or an adjudicative function 

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of a record that contains 
(a) an account of, or a statement of reasons for, a decision that is made in the exercise of a discretionary power or 
an adjudicative function and that affects the rights of a person; or 
(b) a report prepared by a consultant or an adviser who was not a director, an officer or an employee of a 
government institution or a member of the staff of a minister of the Crown at the time the report was prepared. 
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STATUTORY PROHIBITIONS 

Statutory prohibitions against disclosure 

24. (1) The head of a government institution shall refuse to disclose any record requested under this Act that 
contains information the disclosure of which is restricted by or pursuant to any provision set out in Schedule II. 

Review of statutory prohibitions by Parliamentary committee 

(2) Such committee as may be designated or established under section 75 shall review every provision set out 
in Schedule II and shall, not later than July 1, 1986 or, if Parliament is not then sitting, on any of the first fifteen 
days next thereafter that Parliament is sitting, cause a report to be laid before Parliament on whether and to what 
extent the provisions are necessary. 


