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We requested from CRA under the Access to Information and Privacy system copies of standard letters
and scripts that the CRA uses in the Charities Directorate. We received a treasure trove of documents.
One of the documents provided was “Sample Paragraphs for AFLs”. These are sample paragraphs
that CRA would use in their administrative fairness letters (or AFL) to charity applicants when they are
expressing their concerns about a charity application that is unlikely to qualify for registration.

CRA explains the role of the AFL in their Charities Program Update — 2013

Each year, the Charities Directorate receives approximately 4,000 applications for registration
as a charity.

We assess every application individually, on its own merit, to determine if the organization is
eligible for charitable registration. We make decisions on these applications based on common
law, the Income Tax Act and its regulations, and CRA policy.

When it appears that an applicant is unlikely to qualify for registration, we send an

administrative fairness letter outlining our observations and concerns. If the applicant does not
respond to the letter within 60 days, we will confirm that its registration has been refused. If the
applicant responds, we will consider the new information submitted when making our decision.

The full document is reproduced on the next page and it contains 68 reasons for refusal of a charity
application with a brief explanation of each concern.

To find out more about legal services that Blumbergs provides to Canadian charities and non-profits
please visit www.canadiancharitylaw.ca, www.globalphilanthropy.ca, www.smartgiving.ca,or
www.charitydata.ca

This article is for information purposes only. It is not intended to be legal advice. You should
not act or abstain from acting based upon such information without first consulting a legal
professional.



https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/charities-giving/charities/about-charities-directorate/charities-program-update-2013.html
http://www.canadiancharitylaw.ca/
http://www.globalphilanthropy.ca/
http://www.smartgiving.ca,or/
http://www.charitydata.ca/
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